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David May Models
New Team Strip

i)

Roy Keane in new "monn:

WRITE TO:
PO Box 83 SWDO OLD TRAFFORD MANCHESTER M15 5NJ

T-Shirts

Design 1. In Black and Red —
X-Large, 2 colour design as shown — £6.00 inc Postage

' Badges

:x,ma»,n:cam.m;ﬂim::ﬁ):n_.mmwni.ccﬁo:cmawwm%m:mga
at 50p each plus SAE. :

Oras b s :
Order one of each design and pay 75p total plus SAE. Please make
cheques and postal orders payable to payable to zwn Attitude.
Design 1. MUAF available in three colour design
(red, yeliow and black) st

Design 2. Red Attitude available in two colour design
(red and black) V ,,

MANCHESTER M15 mzu
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he great unbeaten

Champions league run was

ended by the slimmest of
margins in Turin. At the outset
most of us would have conceded
Juve away as dead points and
settled for five out of five.

If this was the Italians pulling their
tripe out to qualify, against a
United team minus Keane, Irwin,
Scholes and Butt, playing a lone
striker and makeshift midfield, then
we have to admit that things
have changed somewhat for both
teams since last year’s trip to Juve.

Have we got better or have Juve
declined. Certainly Juve don't
travel as well as they used to! As
for United, our record in both
leagues speaks for itself. Up until
we played Juve at home, our form
was indifferent, yet still we topped
the Premier. Since then, having
calibrated ourselves against the
measure of the ‘top team in
Europe’, we have displayed a
free scoring vein of form, that has
had the pundits claiming the
season is over already. Arsenal, the
only team to spoil the run, closed
to within a point, and
having dore so, found
themselves seven
points adrift a few
games later.

Suspicions about
Blackburn's pedigree
were well founded, and
four goals later they
were well found out
aswell.
press reports claiming
Blackburn scored twice,
have left many of their

Ambiguous  and
press reports
claiming
Blackburn
scored twice,
Ambiguous have left many in charge of drug
of their own

Player of the month has to be
Andy Cole who has rounded on
his critics in spectacular style,
bangingin 13 goalsin 10 games.
The Andy Cole debate, having
raged for nigh on three years, has
thrown up many arguments,
statistics etc. both for and against
the lad. Regardless of the differing
views, I've yet to meet a red who
isn't genuinely pleased at his (and
our) good fortune. As for those
traumatised by Andy Cole’s
misses, just do what he does and
shut your eyes before he hits the
ball!

Loser of the month has to be
Jamie Stuart, sacked by Charlton
after being tested positive for
cocaine and cannabis. He was the
fourth Charlton player to get
captured, and this was reflected
in his sacking. Do the FA only test
Charlton players? How does
sacking him and effectively
ending his career, steer this
young man away from drugs?
What message does making an
example of him give to others?
None at all. All it tells me is that
he wasn’t a £56 million rated

player ike Paul

Merson (drink, drugs
gambling)
otherwise he too
would have got
sympathy, therapy
and counselling from
the FA.

Perhaps if referee
Sandor Puhl was put

testing, the FA would
be able to turn a blind
eye to it!

Perhaps if
referee
Sandor Puhl
was put in
charge of
drug testing,
the FA would
be able to
turn a blind
eye to it!

each other in the draw, then the odds
are almost 50/50 on a trip to Germany.
So put your money on Real Madrid!

Fergie is said to be looking at the
possibility of adding a couple of
players to the squad, ready for the
next round of the European Cup. This
sounds remarkably familiar to last
season’s unfulfilled shopping expedi-
tion. Dont hold back Fergie, they've
got £40 million of our money sat
doing nothing, and I'd rather see it
wasted on expensive speculative
Poborsky style transfers than see it
gathering dust (and an attractive rate
of interest) at PLC HQ. So go ahead,
make a hole in it the size of the North
stand.

On behalf of everyone at Red Attitude, I'd like to thank all
our readers for your continued support, and wish you all
a happy festive season. (Starting to sound like Edwards.)

All the best
Danny

| Red Attitude,
| Anti Fascist Action

| who died on 12th
‘December 1996. ;
Deeply missed by his
| family, friends and
| comrades but not
| forgotten.

fans firmly

= With three German
oo=<_=ﬂmn_ .__—-m_—. teams through to the

E<m€oo_<<m«mm?m:wOBmOo_m.:ﬂmam:oOr m—-.—. last eight, and if my
therapy barely a week later, to leave all the .—.—._m< NO.—_ d —uO

understanding is
early contenders, bar Chelsea, shell shocked at Q_a_ .—.—.m_—*oﬂn_ correct, that they are
and disorientated. So yes, | think we can safely being kept apart from
that we are getting better.

own fans firmly convinced that they got a
point at Old Trafford!
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getting...a lot of my decisions were not
based on 100% information.” _3
other words it was Jackson’s
fault. (Ned Kelly, you have been

ARTHUR ROBERTS =

m>“m - m w " When Eric got the ‘Let’s kick

racism out of football’ campaign off

In the last issue of Red Attitude, we brought to the attention
to a flying start down at the Palace,

of our readers the possibility that Arthur Roberts, stadium
safety manager, may well be the disgraced former Chief there were some at the club who
Superintendent of the same name. It turns out our suspicions believed that Eric should have
were well founded, and Arthur Roberts is in fact a convicted been sacked outright for his
criminal! Since the article appeared, the News of the World behaviour, tarnishing the image
picked up on the story and ran it. We also received some of the club etc. Principles, morals,
interesting correspondence from ‘Conviction” based in thestandards set by Sir Matt, all
Sheffield, which we have printed in full. (See next page.) wheeled out by those

Roberts was head of an investigation into police corruption defending’ the good name of
which resulted in ex-PC Ged Corley getting a 17 year sentence. ”%m club. It seems somewhat
Roberts’ second in command, Inspector Jackson was concerned incongruous then, that Arthur
that a miscarriage of justice had occurred but his attempts to moumnm‘ m:o.:_m vm traveliing
do something about it were thwarted by Roberts. in the opposite direction, not

2 < s too long before that. What
Roberts was charged with perjury and perverting the course isn't clear is whether Roberts
of justice for allegedly suppressing evidence which would have employment with United
effectively cleared Corley.

commenced before or after
Roberts was acquitted on these but found guilty of miscon- his trial at Leeds in March
duct, after admitting examining Corley’s defence papers prior  1994. Whilst our correspon-
tothe trial. And that's classed as misconduct. Corley’s defence dent from Sheffield
papers managed to work their way out of his solicitors office maintains that he was
and find their way onto Roberts desk. That Roberts didn't already in the employ of
question how they got there and then proceeded to have a United, when his trial
@oogamnorrngwm@@mawm:m:

commenced at Leeds
So how did they get there. Perhaps some light can be shed Mwﬂos\v: Oo:;m. iy
on it by tape recordings made by a very concerned Inspector ere?) no mention was
umnxmo:s}m::mSﬂwmnﬁ:m:‘,m:mﬂézrmocm:wmzaérmo:

Bmamo*:msmﬁmiw
subsequently found their way into the hands of Private Eye Panter’s reports for the
BmmmN_:m,Eroéaoﬁm“

Zm:o:mmﬂmqmé:m:m
X , News. Steve Panter

To Jackson’s innocent plea: “Why can’t we tell the truth [about

mUmeE_mnosmu:mo/\m@miwﬁZ_m:ormmﬁm«vo:om_wmocmnm

wﬁmﬁmmn:_s«mocm:m‘
s 5 g : g 49, now retired from

quips; “The way it comes out it makes us look fucking ridicu-

Ecm.:

GMP was given a
nine month suspended jail
On the tape Roberts defends a Manchester sergeantwho “put  term....." (Manchester Evening News
his neck on the block for us...” and who had “shown us papers  12.3.94).
which could ruin him and his wife..” To which papers does  gq gither United have taken on Roberts, as chief
Roberts refer? Surely not to confidential documents handed safety officer fully aware of the nature of his
to prosecuting officers by a sergeant whose wife had conviction, and his seriously flawed public
“removed” them from the office of Corley’s solicitors, where,  ggryice credentials, or even more ludicrously,
coincidentally, she worked? they have taken him on after he had been
Jackson, determined that the inconsistencies he had come suspended from the force, whilst he was
across should be investigated by a neutral force, then told awaiting trial on serious charges, with a custodial
Roberts that “the only way I'm going to be satisfied is if [this ~sentence a real possibility. One shudders to think
file] is at Chester House [police HQ] in an hour.” Roberts what the other job applicants were like if
responded; “All that will do is knock our credibility”. (Private Roberts was chosen on merit!
Eye. 18.1.91) United’s Ken Ramsden told the News of the
Remarkably for his troubles, Jackson also ended up being World, "I cannot see how what happened has
charged following an internal investigation by the West any connection with his job” How about public
Yorkshire police. Jackson’s health suffered and as a result he safety Ken. Roberts kind of fell down quite badly
was unable to stand trial. This proved quite a stroke of luck this department with the result that an
for Roberts as none of Jackson's taped evidence was heard, innocent man ended up being sentenced to
and allowed Roberts to claim “I was only getting a quarter, seventeen years in jail.
sometimes none of the information | should have been papny
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CONVIGTION... N

Dear Red Attitude

[ Is this the same Arthur Roberts ...? you ask. Yes it is. Ex-
Chief Superintendent Arthur Roberts, formally in
charge of the Stretford division of the Greater
¢ Manchester Police, admitted on oath at Leeds
Crown Court in March 1994 that he was in charge of
security at Old Trafford. | heard him do so. That's why
Roberts’ nine month prison sentence for his miscon-
duct when in charge of the Corley investigation, was
suspended - because he’d landed a ‘responsible’ job.

Steve Panter, the well-informed crime investigator for
the fearless Manchester Evening News, was also present
at his trial. Curiously, Panter has consistently omitted to
mention that the Arthur Roberts who left the police force

while still under suspension is the same Arthur Roberts
that now employs a gang of ‘security guards’ with a mission
to control United fans.

Is the Manchester Evening News being over-protective of
Roberts? And if so, why?

We might be forgiven for imagining that Mr Roberts had
scarcely changed his occupation, although he is no doubt
much better paid in his present job. But does Roberts’ past
matter to United fans?

Time and time again blame is placed on the fans for trouble
at matches, including disasters like Hillsborough here in
Sheffield. Somehow it is always forgotten that the Hillsborough
disaster was caused not by fans but by the police. The cause
was not the terraces and the fans behaviour on them, but the
barriers and the police crowd control. The solution, imposed
without regard to logic, was to get rid of the terraces. It is based
on the same, unchanging attitude to fans: that they are subhuman,
a mass to be relieved of their ticket money and then forced to be
\ docile and submissive. But that attitude is also the cause of the
problem, and it is essentially a police attitude - which is why it is
dangerous to have an ex-copper in charge of security, and
especially one who left the police under a cloud - not because he
was prepared to blow the whistle on what was happening, but -
because he wanted to cover it up. i

The whistle was blown by his second-in-command in the Corley case,
Peter Jackson. Worried that Roberts was not prepared to give Corley’s lawyers the evidence that would
clear their client of the charges for which he was serving a 17 year sentence, Jackson went to a meeting
with his boss wired up, and recorded the conversation. Jackson asked Roberts, ‘Why can’t we tell the
truth?’ Roberts refused, saying: ‘The way it comes out it makes us look fucking ridiculous.’ Details of the
meeting were revealed in Private Eye no. 759, and they have never been denied. The Guardian (owned |
by the Manchester Evening News!) took up the story. A counter attack was mounted against Jackson,
who found himself in a mental institution and not fit to stand trial on the same charges as Roberts. His
damning evidence against his old boss, including the taped conversation, was therefore not heard by |
the Leeds jury, who acquitted Roberts on two other charges. |
The policing of football crowds (whether by public or private forces) is a serious matter, involving not |
just fans’ enjoyment of matches but their safety. Terraces can be safe for those who choose to go on |
them, but that safety depends on the organisation and management of security. From what Red Attitude |
reports, it seems that reinstatement of safe terraces would require more changes than just taking out
the seats.

In solidarity,

Andrew - Conviction
Sheffield

RED ATTITUDE
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PACKED WITH
POWDER
AND ADDED

SUBSTANCE

t seems someone at Old Trafford is

listening to my advice about the

strikers. As | correctly pointed out, we
have got four class strikers who can work
with each other in the squad system. Any
thoughts of selling Cole nowadays are about
as likely as the Labour party cutting benefits
to single mothers! Oops, spoke too soon.
Well they've got to get the money to fund
the Football Task force from somewhere,
all of fifty bags of sand.

| watched Panorama, hoping to see a hard
hitting documentary, but it didn't hunt
down the heads responsible. If that was
Roger Cook, he would have gone round their
houses and knocked them up, without any
prior notice.

MCMANAMAN DEMONSTRATES THE
BENEFITS OF GIRL POWER

et |

“Thank you for calling
the SPS helpline,
unfortunately all our
operatives are remanded
in custody. Your call is
being placed in a queue,
please sit down and hold,

\

if you stand up your call

will be disconnected for

the remainder of the -

season.”

Can you imagine it, fat Roger chasing
Edwards through the leafy suburbs of
Alderley Edge, “What have you done with
the £30 million Martin? You make a living out
of ripping off fans don’t you Martin? Are you
proud of charging kids two grand for a replica
shirt?”, whilst Edwards frantically tries to raise
the SPS on his mobile phone, “Roberts, Kelly,
Thugs, anyone there, get down here now, I'm
being accosted by a biggish fellow, | think
it's that Briscoe chap. Why won't you
answer...?”

“Thank you for calling the SPS helpline,
unfortunately all our operatives are remanded
in custody. Your call is being placed in a
queue, please sit down and hold, if you stand
up your call will be disconnected for the
remainder of the season.”

Edwards in despair throws away the phone
and pulls out his wallet, “What do you want?
I've got northstand, nice view, how about
exec seats, bring the wife and kids, Red Cafe,
meet the players? Okay final offer, I'll throw
in some away tickets and hold inclusive talks
with IMUSA.”

“Now | know you're not the real Martin
Edwards” said a disgruntled Cookie, as
headed off for brunch.

Well that's today’s complete fabrication
over and done with, and not a solicitor in
sight..

My tip for the quarter finals? Monaco.
Where is it? Just past Texaco.

Later
Dessy

RED ATTITUDE , 9




@ .=., Final Part
]
ﬁ—.o The following report was
oresented to Fanatics!
Conference by Carlo Podaliri and Carlo
Balestri (Archivio sul tifo calcistico in Europa - Progetto

Ultra - Comitato Regionate Uisp Emilia Romagna, Bologna, Italy).

|

taly
au Cult

The Italian “‘ultra” members felt they were part of a movement based on strong
cultural ties that kept together very different groups and subjects. Therefore,
the new groups and the historic groups did not question each others belonging
to the “ultra” world.

onsequently, the conflict from the end of the 19807,

dynamics were governed by  simultaneous to the rise of

the internal rules of the “ultra”  political movements with a

world and often all the groups, old and  strong xenophobic component.

new, competed against each otherto win ~ such as the Northern League,

control of the curve (terrace). This  and together with the growth of

fightis still going on within the confines ~ skinhead and extreme right-

of the tradition of the Italian “ultra®  wing movements, stadiums
culture. The new groups have not just  saw the exponential growth of
competed against the historic groups  racist choruses, the exhibition

solely from the military point of view.  of nazi or fascist symbols and

In many cases the confrontation has also  of openly anti-Semitic banners.

taken place on an organisational level ~ Outside the stadiums the

and also in terms of their visibility in  increasingly  systematic

the curve. Now choreographies become  involvement of “ultra” groups

more and more complex and, therefore,  in acts of racial or political

| more expensive. The result of this  intolerance could be detected (beating ups of black people and leftist
conflict has often ended up in a  militants, fire attacks against hostels for forcigners or social centres).
deadlock. In various stadiunis where  Therefore, in this period the racist and xenophobic tendencies that had
curves had previously been controlled  long been latent in society started to explode and to became clearly
by leftist leaderships and groups. and  visible. The part of the ““ultra” movement that had foreseen and antici-
because of the mainly rightist tendency  pated these trends, began (o politicise and radicalise more and more
of the new groups, now supporters  the alignment to a xenophobic vision of life. This happened in the curves
ambiguously claim their political — of certain stadiums of Northern Italy, where the growth of an anti-South
neutrality. In the name of supporting the ~ feeling in stadiums preceded and accompanied the birth and develop-
team or in preserving curve unity, the  ment of an openly xenophobic and separatist movement such as the
i various groups accept a solution that ~ Northern League and acted as booster in the strengthening of an identity
actually favours the strategies applicd  claim based on ethnic differences: “Bergamo as a Nation, all the rest

by the extreme right-wing groups, who  is South” chant the Atalanta “ultra” members. “Bossi save us, Brescia

focus on penetrating the “ultra™ groups.  to the people from Brescia™ is the banner exhibited in 1991, before the

These strategies are further favoured by local elections to be held in Brescia (Northern Italy). In Italian curves,

the increasing intolerance in Italian  this local racism coexists with classical racism against those who are

society towards the new immigrants  considered strangers who do not belong to the national community
coming from poor countries. Starting ~ (immigrants, gypsies). Insults against people from the South are not

This attack was
carried out employing
a powerful military
potential (axes, knives
and so on) from neo-
fascist supernooligan
groups supporting
Roma, Lazio and from
neo-fascist “ultra”
members supporting
Bologna and also from
other ltalian cities.

“,
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chanted exclusively by groups supporting the Northern
League; on the contrary, they are systematically adopted
also by the Northern supporters of nationalist tenden-
cies, such as Verona, Inter, Piacenza and so on. The crisis,
however, does not confine itsclf to the presence of neo-
fascist groups in curves, but is characterised by the depth
of the adherence to a reactionary and xenophobic vision
of politics, giving support to the institutionalised right-
wing parties, National Alliance, the Lombard League
and the neo-fascist Tricolour Flame, shown by many
of the youngest “ultra” members. While in Northern
Europe hooligan groups have often supplied uncivil and
uncontrollable underlings, or hodmen to the neo-
fascist parties, in Italy an increasingly systematic
recruitment campaign of young militants and effective
political activists has been noticed. Evidence of this
cross-over between right-wing politics and football
comes from the numerous career opportunities offered
to some “‘ultra” leaders because of their ability to pull
in votes and gain consensus among young people. There
are, for example, Parliamentary Members belonging to
National Alliance who come from the Verona curve
supporters. But it is in local government elections that
the presence of football’s right wing recruits is most
noticeable. In Rome, for example, on the occasion of
the last local elections, thirteen elected representatives
belonging to right-wing groups were from Roma and
Lazio curve supporters. Lately, the extreme right-wing
curve groups are also ready to bypass the traditional
football rivalries and are starting to collaborate in order
to pursue a political objective. Thus, on 29th November
1994, on the occasion of the Brescia-Roma
match, a preplanned attack against the police

and the Brescia “ultra
group

i

was organised. This attack was carried out employing
a powerful military potential (axes, knives and so on)
from neo-fascist superhooligan groups supporting
Roma, Lazio and from neo-fascist 7 members

ultra”
supporting Bologna and also from other Italian cities.

he latest developments of the “ultra” movement

has undoubtedly been conditioned by what

happened in Genoa on 29th January 1995.
Before the Genoa-Milan match, a small group of
superhooligans supporting Milan, led by a young
professional accountant strongly in favour of the
extreme right, planned an aggression outside the
Marassi stadium. The group was equipped with knives
and reached Genoa by train on regular service,
concealing any element that could tie them to football
supporters and reached the stadium following a
preplanned itinerary. In front of the stadium the group
attacked some Genoa “ultra™ members. During the fight
one of them, Vincenzo “Claudio™ Spagnolo, 24 ycars
of age, was stabbed to death. The “ultra” world,
fiercely attacked by the mass-media, was upset and for
the first time a meeting among the representatives of
the main groups was organised. The result was a declara-
tion condemning the use of knives during clashes and
hoping for the restoration of old rules and behavioural
codes typical of the historic groups (“Stop
the knives, stop the
_\mmnm_m:v. Until the
end of the




Any intervention
has to be
introduced by
someone dalready
present in the
curve acting as a

1994/95 Championship a sort of undeclared
truce was complied with, leading to a
considerable decrease in violence and
clashes. However, the truce did not lead to
the actual disarmament of the most aggres-
sive groups. These superhooligans did not
lose their military power and this is

mediator, waicz_ﬁzzmw :35_%“ MM_ m”.& ?.OE :50

i H s > beginning of the 5 /96 Championship,
otherwise it will aconsiderable renewal of violent behaviour
not work, was observed (guerrilla fight during the

otherwise it could
be considered as

Fiorentina- Atalanta “Italy Cup” final,
extremely violent clashes in Campania
::olo-.o:nc Ov. Um_,s.@ms ) :ﬁ., “ultra” groups m:w_uo_.m:m
i i Third Division teams, violence against
ultra” members players in Foggia) and racism was back
who will therefore again, which was proved by the shameful
onpose it behaviour of some “ultra” groups supporting
the Cremona team against Paul Ince or the
fierce opposition by the “ultra” group supporting Verona at the news of
a possible signing up of a black footballer for the next season. Recently,
in Bologna, an extreme right-wing superhooligan group attacked some
black immigrants during the celebrations for the Bologna team’s
promotion to the First Division. Despite these events we believe that in
the “ultra” world unity at all costs is in danger: The cement represented
by a common culture seems to be no longer enough to keep together, on
the one hand, groups that offer a strong identity to their members on the
basis of a series of initiatives and activities (including even the social
field, carrying out collections of second-hand clothes for war victims
and fund raising in favour of Associations helping children) and, on the
other, groups who, are mainly oriented towards a military confrontation.
We notice that some historic groups are presently studying to find a way
for reducing violence in their curves. Furthermore, some small
groups and individuals are trying to find the right strategies aimed

.~ at depriving racist and

.‘>z._. -FAascisT & PrROUD

xenophobic groups of the control
they now exert on the stadiums. The
presence of these conditions created
the circumstances for the birth of our
project. The aim of the project is to
stem intolerance and racism in the
stadium curves, creating an interven-
tion structure on the basis of the
German Fanprojekte, adapted to fit
the specifics of the Italian situation.
In Italy, contrary to what happened
in Germany, it is not possible to act
by means of structures built outside
the curve. Any intervention has to
be introduced by someone already
present in the curve acting as a
mediator, otherwise it will not work,
itcould be considered as interference
by “ultra” members who will
therefore oppose it. That’s the reason
why since the very beginning it is
necessary to start as equal partners
with the curve groups. Hence, by
means of mediation through these
groups, it will be possible to develop
the right conditions from the point
of view of prevention, to make the
best use of young peoples collective
potential supplied by the popular
support culture, typical of young
“ultra” groups. At present the Project
is going through its first stage and
has activated an Archive on football
support in Europe collecting all the
essays, books, articles on
the issue. We have also
collected fanzines, videos
and choreographic
material.

This Archive not only
represents an
observatory on the
football support but
is also a meeting
place for all those
subjects belonging to
the ““ultra” world
who want to oppose
the rising tide of
intolerance and
racism.

RED MOLE

uncovers...

Judas

Paul Ince is begging West Ham fans to call off
their vendetta against him. Now me and Nicky
Butt didn’t have a problem with Paul leaving
United for Inter, nor even joining the scousers
(if they're the only ones who'd pay his rate and

Race Card

David James has been the target of a race hate
campaign by some Liverpool supporters who it
seems are keen to keep the old prejudices alive.
Blaming the blacks, or playing the race card as it's
known, has surfaced now that the team are not
playing like the Liverpool of old. No doubt the bigots
believe Bruce Grobbellar was a ‘better bet’ between
the sticks.

Hartson

The sale of John Hartson to West Ham by Arsene
Wenger for £5 million was seen as an astute bit of
business last season. It still is, especially by Harry
Redknapp.

SPS Candidate

Metropolitan police officer Paul Evans, looking
remarkably like Nick Hancock on steroids, was found
guilty of assault at the Old Bailey. Seventeen stone
Evans kicked his victim at least twenty times and
then beat him with his truncheon, first in the street
and then at the station. Evans is now starting a prison
term for his endeavours. We shall forward his details
to Mr. Roberts and the SPS for future employment
consideration.

Meanwhile Paul Condon, chief of the Metropolitan
police, has asked for the power to root out bent cops
and dismiss them from the force. There was a time
when I would have agreed with his line of thinking,
but now | beg to differ. Keep them all in the force
and at least then we’d know we've got all the rotten
apples in the same barrel. Let them loose and who
knows where they may turn up next. Just a thought,
eh Arthur!

call him Guv'nor). However to try and call a truce
with those who have abused him for eight years
by admitting he made a mistake wearing a United
shirt is a complete cop-out. Every player gets
abused, ask Shearer, but what Ince is admitting to
is that it has got to him, but the only difference
between the shit Shearer gets off us to the shit Incey
gets off West Ham is the racial element. Ince’s
admission will only vindicate the racists who won't
see their actions as a ‘mistake’, more like a victory.
And besides you're only making a rod for Rio
Ferdinand'’s back when he does the obvious!

PLC

November saw the PLC announce profits in excess
of £27 million which when added to the £13 million
lying round from last years profits, has given rise
to fears in the City that United don't know what to
do with it all. Fergie's timing in the pursuit of £12
million rated Salas could almost have been
designed to embarrass the club into stumping up
the necessary. Cold feet by the money men in the
past have tied Fergie's hands when competing for
the top stars and most bids don’t get beyond a
disbelieving laugh at the other end of the phone.

There are no imminent plans to develop the
stadium, in spite of the incredible demand for tickets,
and the only significant outlay will be for the new
training centre. Oh and a big fuck-off warehouse to
keep all the money in.

Plans to revamp United’s sponsors in the summer
when the Sharp contract run out should also help
the warehouse. [t seems United are keen to bring
in a basket of sponsors along similar lines to the
European Champions League. The word sponsor
is now somewhat misused as the club is in all
probability in a better financial state than any of it's
sponsors. So who is sponsoring what? At least with
Sharp there is a familiarity beyond which most of
us can honestly say that we’ve never been influenced
to buy any of their products. (Apart from a knocked-
off ViewCam)

Foxy

The House of Commons voted overwhelmingly in
favour of banning fox hunting during the first
reading of the Bill. The cruel sport has been
condemned as barbaric in many quarters. We
spoke to Ruel Fox who said he was delighted at the
result and said he would now feel much safer doing
Cross country running.
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Feyenoord

Finally, if you were the Mancunian in Wetherspoons
for the Feyenoord game, talking up the virtues of
C18 to the travelling Dutch, trying to find some
common ground, well you may or may not be
pleased to know the following. The United fan who
engaged you in conversation, inviting you to
explain your interest in C18, was in fact a member
of Anti Fascist Action. What wasn't clear was your
motive. Your storyline and methods were very
tabloidese, your panic when mildly challenged
was pure fascist paranoia, had you not left so
suddenly this story would have had a photo to go
with it. However your face is fixed firmly in the front
of my mind. So until the next time, mind how you

go.

It’s Keith

Fane!
Preview day at the
recent NEC

Motorcycle Show,
and someone or
something is
attracting a bit of a
crowd. Everyone's
gathered round a
stand, and an MC is
warming everyone
up. Hang on, that
voice is very fam
- it's cuddly Keith
Fane, family-
entertainer and all round good guy.

So what’s he up to? There's certainly an air of
excited anticipation. Looks like he’s about to
welcome someone on stage. Maybe it's the
Neville brothers? Beckham, even. There’s a lot of
kids about, so maybe it's Fred the Red. Yeah, bound
to be..

‘Gentlemen, gentlemen, contain yourselves no
longer, welcome please’ (is it Fred? Is it Phil?), cue
drum roll..

‘Estelle and Nina from Manchester’s Bar Fantasy!”
You can guess the rest. Two beautifully bored
young ladies, pulling ‘naughty girl faces and
touching each other, wriggling their shit to bad
r'n’b, illuminated by the flashes of a hundred
disposable cameras.

Dear, oh dear, Keith. Is this really what it's come
to? Warm-up man for strippers? A man who makes
a living out of women who sell their sexuality.
There’s a word for that isn't there, and it rhymes
with ‘pimp’.
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he rise of the control freak in the United
psyche has been inexorable over the last
few years. An Orwellian nightmare has
unfolded around us. Barcodes and identity
numbers, invisible ticket selection and ‘invita-
tions to renew’ have all taken the place of the
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However, we are the ones on the
front line game after game, so we
need to be organised.

The last few months have mmm: the
preliminary skirmishes in what
could well become all out conflict,

free and open institutions of the past. Now *O—_:n—mn_ on .——_o not just at Old Trafford, but all

we are watched on CCTV as we listen to the

tannoy messages dictating today’s behaviour. —u—.m—:mmm .—_—-N.— =. supporter has had enough

We have our seat numbers taken, if we

p over the country. Discontent is rife
refuse to sit in them, and are scolded like was —uo—*mq __.O

try to do

tion and freedom of speech would appear to mogm‘—_:—m m_:_ a dangerous time too, with mmm:mm
count for little in this post Taylor Report H 1 hijackers li
post Taylor Report fajl, than sitting

around and

naughty school children for daring to support
our team. Our rights of freedom of associa-

paradise. Instead we are treated as mindless
morons who cannot think for ourselves.

across the country. The ori

at many clubs and being told the
game is changing’ isnt good
enough for people any more. Itis

e Libero, and. re-
invented know nothing former
politicians all too ready to muddy

It's not as if we couldn't see it all coming. The _—D—Am—_m —_——mm m_am_—_ the waters; ‘125 jtion st not

plans for change existed in plain sight for many
years before Lord Justice Taylor was ever involved. The need
to control the individual to control the crowd had long been
recognised, and this was never going to happen on a free
flowing terrace. The solutions proposed included mandatory
all seater stadia, and tightly controlled ticket access. These were
not proposed for safety reasons, but along with CCTV,
membership schemes and ‘officially organised travel to away
g isted as crowd control proposals in a piece from

games’ are
the early eighties. Originally the clubs couldn’t be bothered
withiitall. That is, until they realised the money making potential
of restricting supply to increase demand, and travel monopo-
ies. After all, United must take over £1 million a year in member-
ship fees, just so people have the right to join yet another ticket
lottery. | won't say that nothing needed doing. My dad
stopped going in the early sixties because people were
throwing darts down the terraces into their own fans. Now
we've gone too far the other way. From the day of paddocks
where the police feared to tread we now have thought police
stalking amongst the ordered rows like schoolmasters on
examination day. And it sucks. The passion, the feeling is
draining away, week by week. I'm not proposing a return to
the Stone Age, but a happy medium could have been found.

So now, in ‘97, we find ourselves not enjoying these glory years,
but struggling for a meaningful football existence. This
season has seen us enter new depths, just as atmosphere was
staging a minor comeback. The Southampton game was where
the club stepped across a line, and the time for talking about
itall was past. Those on the left side of the paddock who have
been working hard to try and get some noise going had had
enough. No one was going to come and fight on our behalf,
so we had to do it ourselves. The result, 135 Action, founded
on the premise that it was better to try to do something and
fail, than sitting around and taking this shit. IMUSA have to
look after the interests of all reds, and, like all democratic institu-
tions they can take a while to get into motion. Their negotia-
tions to recover the books for the 41 should not be understated.

RED ATTITUDE

about personal glory for anyone.

We are committed United fans
who just want to support our team, and
are prepared to risk our books for that
right. We love it enough, that we are
prepared to risk it all. We are dedicated
to non-violent actions, if only Umnmcwm
they would not achieve ou
enable us to be falsely labelled hooligans
etc. With this in mind, we leafleted fora -
fan strike against Chelsea. We felt it was
a good tactic, but regrettably some
people were incapable or unwilli ng to
understand the logic in it. All ver
when you're safely tucked away in J
stand or wherever, but down in the
paddock the blocks involved were solid
for over half an hour. An admirable -
show of self-control by all. Sinc G
time, the PLC has backed off from direct
confrontation, and has instead been
taking names. 135 Action will continue
to move for direct action when it bec
necessary, but w